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Section A 
 
The world will not be destroyed by those who do evil, but by those who watch them 
without doing anything. 
 
DEMAND OF THE TOPIC:  
 

• The above mentioned quote by Albert Einstein raises the moral issue, where it is 
equally, rather more important for good people to stand up for right things when the 
need arises. It also asserts indirectly if such good/ moral people, despite knowing the 
fact/ situation, act with indifference then that particular situation results in injustice as 
well.  

• The idea is similar to Dante’s saying that - The darkest places in hell are reserved for 
those who maintain their neutrality in times of moral crisis. This maintenance of 
neutrality in times of crisis needs to be critically analysed under the framework of true 
justice. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
1) Quotes: 

• “Silence becomes cowardice when occasion demands speaking out the whole truth and 
acting accordingly.”-Mahatma Gandhi  

• "All it takes for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing." -Abraham Lincoln 
• “In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our 

friends.”-Dr Martin Luther King Jr 
• “If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. 

-Archbishop Desmond Tutu  
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 • “A man dies when he refuses to stand up for that which is right. A man dies when he 
refuses to stand up for justice. A man dies when he refuses to take a stand for that 
which is true.”- Dr Martin Luther  King Jr 

• “The world suffers a lot. Not because of the violence of bad people. But because of the 
silence of the good people.”- Napoleon 

• “To sin by silence when they should protest, makes cowards of men.” -Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox  

• “What is the source of our first suffering? It lies in the fact that we hesitated to speak. It 
was born in the moment when we accumulated silent things within us.” – Gaston 
Bachelard  

• “Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does.”-William James 
• “What we do or what we do not comes out of who we believe we are.”-Rob Bell 
• “I have always thought the actions of men the best interpreters of their thoughts.”- 

John Locke 
• “What you do is what matters, not what you think or say or plan.”- Jason Fried 
• “One of the great tragedies of life is that men seldom bridge the gulf between practice 

and profession, between doing and saying.”- Martin Luther King Jr. 
• “At the Day of Judgement we shall not be asked what we have read but what we have 

done.”- Thomas A Kempis. 
• “Do you want to know who you are? Don’t ask. Act! Action will delineate and define 

you.” ―Thomas Jefferson 
• “I decided it is better to scream. Silence is the real crime against humanity.”-Nadezhda 

Mandelstam 
• “Throughout history, it has been the inaction of those who could have acted, the 

indifference of those who should have known better, the silence of the voice of justice 
when it mattered most, that has made it possible for evil to triumph.”-Haile Selassie  

• “The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by the bad people but the 
silence over that by the good people.”-Martin Luther King, Jr 

• “Victims [of bullying] say that when they’re taunted and demeaned and no one comes 
to their defense, they start to believe they deserve it.  They start to judge themselves 
and to think that they are inferior.”-Carol Dweck 

• “Watch your thoughts, they become your words; watch your words, they become your 
actions; watch your actions, they become your habits; watch your habits, they become 
your character; watch your character, it becomes your destiny.”- Lao Tzu 
 

2) Anecdote 
• What began as a six-person protest transformed into an entire community rallying in 

solidarity around the Black Lives Matter movement.  
• It reverberated with people across the world to speak out against racism, discrimination, 

and violence. Silence and inaction had led to complacency and loss of human life. 
Now, no more!  

• George Floyd was not the first Africa American person to die as a result of police 
brutality. However, if people would speak out and politicians take action to correct 
injustices, he could be one of the last. 
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 FODDER POINTS FOR MAIN BODY - Broad Outline/Essay flow                     
1. Explaining the concept with different interpretations and connecting the introduction 

with the value of action and inaction in human life. 
2. Discuss the challenges in making judgements related to action or inaction. 
3. Analyse the credibility of Neutrality as a virtue; Is Neutrality really neutral? Why does 

the stand of good people matter?/ Why is silence of good people harmful? 
4. Aligning these thoughts/ arguments in Indian scenario. 
5. Conclude the essay; emphasising on developing courage to fight against injustice and evil. 

 
1. Different interpretations of Inaction/Silence  
Silence is golden. But, not always! 
 
Connecting concept and values of action and inaction in human life  

• It is often said that actions are what essentially makes us human. 
• While actions are informally explained as movements or a physical process requiring 

cognition, they also have a moral dimension to it.  
• Humans have a moral sense because their biological makeup determines the presence 

of three necessary conditions for ethical behavior: (i) the ability to anticipate the 
consequences of one’s own actions; (ii) the ability to make value judgments; and (iii) 
the ability to choose between alternative courses of action. 

• The relevance of actions can also be identified with various religions and culture for 
e.g. the philosophy of Karma and Akarma in Gita, Biblical concepts on neutrality 
and Taoist concepts of actions and inactions. 

• On the other hand, INACTION refers to a state of idleness, it can be distinguished 
depending on the justice of its consequences –  
- For e.g. If an individual steals something then he/she is to be blamed, ethically, 

because of their action. But if someone else steals something then that the individual 
in questions is not to be blamed, because he/she is not the one who acted (more 
specifically, he/her actions did not cause the theft to be committed). And, thus, it 
seems like only a person’s actions should matter for ethical considerations, not the 
things that they didn’t do (ie. inaction). However, there are cases that invalidate this 
principle, for example, if someone is about to fall into a well, and another bystander 
can catch them without risking his/herself, then if the bystander fails to act, and 
allows them to fall into the well, it would appear that bystander is ethically to be 
blamed, even though his/her action in no way caused their fall into the well. 

• Thus, inaction invariably creates a sense of guilt or remorse which is felt by almost 
every individual, and in order to avoid that guilt, our actions or inactions are 
subsequently taken. 

When Inaction/Silence is violence 
• Inaction can be interpreted as fear – fear of being the lone voice, fear or retribution, 

fear of aggravating conflict, unpleasant past experiences of voicing out opinions etc. 
• Silence of good can also be interpreted as an absence of care. Silence is the stance of 

neutral. Generally, silence is as harmful as hate. For, if hate is being expressed and the 
people around are silent—wouldn’t that imply that all are in agreement with what is 
happening? Wouldn’t it follow that if hate is being expressed and the people around 
speak up and actively oppose that hate with love, wouldn’t that, in fact, imply that what 
is happening is NOT agreed upon and rather needs to be stopped? 

• What we need during times of injustice are  
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 - People who are ready and willing to speak up and act on what they believe to be right.  
- People who aren’t choosing to remain silent, tacitly favouring the oppressor.  
- People who are ready to call out those who need to be held responsible for unjust 

actions. 
- People who are willing to stand up to those who are supporting broken, unfair, 

and inhumane systems.  
- People who are clear in thought, deliberate with their actions, and committed 

in their resolve to a better, more just, more fair, more humane world. 
• No one person should ever dismiss their voice or ability to influence change in a 

time of injustice. For, all it takes is the voice of one person to disrupt a silent crowd. 
All it takes is one person to say, “ENOUGH!”, for everyone else to question their 
thoughts, actions, and stances towards what’s happening in the world. For, where do 
all movements start? With one. And what are all movements made up of? 
Individuals—singular people who have chosen not to remain silent. 

• And in order for that movement to affect change, it needs the silent majority to 
wake up and realize their power. It needs the bystanders to stand up. For, the 
movement is only ever as strong as the people who march behind it. We cannot let the 
weight and burden of injustice rest only on the shoulders of those who have been 
directly affected. We need to seek to understand and empathize with the injustice that 
has been displayed and become a part of the solution. Because if we are not FOR 
change—if we are silent about it, then we are against it. 

 
2. Challenges in making judgements related to action or inaction. 

• Contemplative question - How then should we determine when is the time to remain 
silent and when is the time to act?  
- Will your actions make a difference, how will you feel if you don’t speak up 

(Guilty or indifferent). By remaining silent when faced with injustice, we are 
neither fair to others nor loyal to ourselves and our values. 

• Why individuals remain silent in the face of unethical behaviour? 
- Fear, embarrassment, Narrow conceptions of ethical responsibility (focus is 

individualistic ie. on self and not organisational/national/international citizenship), 
no safe political space for voice, ignorance (for eg. in Underdeveloped/Developing 
countries - Lack of literacy and institutionalised & random manipulation through 
social media helps promotes such inactions. Such as Pakistan – systematic 
elimination of minorities, dissenters etc, but citizens are too powerless, uninformed 
or manipulated into inaction). 

 
3. Discussing the adverse consequences of Neutrality/Inaction:  
Inaction breeds injustice 

• Neutrality has two distinct features: First, it is often meant to not take any sides in a 
conflict and second, expected to make judgments independent of any bias. Neutrality 
is often mistaken to be the same as impartiality, but impartiality implies a positive duty 
to take equal action towards both parties of a conflict whereas neutrality implies 
negative limitations to not take actions which could be perceived as favouring one 
party over the other. 

• Emboldens the perpetrator – The initial silence on Hitler’s actions and brutality 
against Jews emboldened the fascist tendencies, enabled him to consolidate his power 
and wreak havoc on the rest of world through 2nd World war.  
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 - Similarly, in case of rapists, silence (including of law & order machinery) acts as 
a shot in the arm for the criminal to engage in further brutalities, with impunity. 

• Impacts humanitarian initiatives: in countries where it becomes necessary to support 
the government for providing humanitarian assistance. For eg. The stoic silence of 
western countries in face of Apartheid in S. Africa. 

• Stagnation of growth and evolution: Remaining idle towards situations impact the 
development of an individual and the community. Human have always been learning 
and creating things on the basis of trial and errors. Being neutral towards important 
decisions in life retains the status quo. 
- When world raised questions on deprivation women’s basic human rights in 

S.Arabia, ie. driving, going out alone, taking part in politics etc., small but definite 
changes were brought about by the Monarchy, subsequently.  

• Perpetrates inequality and discrimination: Issues related to discrimination, poverty 
and wellbeing requires affirmative actions. However, remaining neutral towards these 
issues can be more costly! One can highlight the economic cost of such a neglect. 

• No one is safe – “The War Culture” -The injustice may not impact an individual 
today, but it does not mean it will not in future as well. For eg. Illegal invasion of Iraq 
by US forces dismantled Iraq’s entire society. But the impact was felt also on war 
weary and traumatised US soldiers and their families. Terrorist attacks have come to 
haunt US and other countries who approved war mongering, without UNSC’s approval. 

 
4. Significance of standing up against the evil/wrongdoing 

• Action is what gets things done. Inaction means nothing gets done. For example: 
one might say that he/ she does not support child marriage as an individual but when it 
takes place in real life, they fail to take any action despite having capacities. This kind 
of inaction is really harmful for any particular society. 

• Action, in the case of this quote, is about doing things to either thwart, retard or 
deter the evil acts of others. The actions necessary to thwart evil acts are probably the 
most dangerous and the rarest. Breaking up a fight, scaring off a robber (or worse), 
these are actions of extreme bravery. It is an action the evil-doer is not expecting, as it 
is so rarely done.  

• That helps in reducing injustice and inequalities: Mahatma Gandhi was thrown out 
of a moving train even after possessing a valid ticket just because he was a person of 
colour. Had he not raised his voice against such despotic acts, South Africa would 
never have fought apartheid and Gandhi would never have emerged as a mass leader. 
He did not conform to the rule of society and let the evil prevail. 

• Can quote others as well –  
- Martin Luther King - championing the rights of people of colour in the United 

States  
- Nelson Mandela & Desmond Tutu - actively worked to abolish the apartheid 

policies in S. Africa 
- Oskar Schindler – An industrialist and member of the Nazi party, and yet 

Schindler risked it all to rescue more than 1,000 Jews from deportation to 
Auschwitz during World War II. 

- Rosa Louise Parks - considered the mother of the modern-day civil rights 
movement in America 

- Men who fought for women’s rights – Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra 
Vidya Sagar, Jyotiba Phule etc 
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 - Dr. BR Ambedkar – against caste atrocities 
• "HARBINGER OF CHANGE FOR HUMANITY":  

- Malala Yusufzai was shot in her head at such a tender age because she raised the 
voice for female education in a war torn country, she wanted to be a flag bearer of 
modern values and education amidst meek conformist people of conservative 
society of Pakistan.  

- Nadia Murad who was taken into captivity by the ISIS and sold as sex slave, 
freed herself form their hold and narrated to the world her entire story. She 
exposed the crude face of ISIS even after having a life threat. 

- #MeTooCampaign – allowed women to shed fear and inhibition and report 
sexual crimes committed against them. 

 
5. Importance in Indian context:  
"If not you then who?  if not now, then when?" 

• India being a developing country still face many challenges like poverty, malnutrition, 
caste practices, gender discrimination, abuse of power, corruption in governance etc. 

• In this scenario attitude of indifference promotes "chalta hai culture" (meaning 
business as usual attitude). 

• To strengthen the Indian democracy, we need such individuals, and we need to 
become such individuals. For eg. India against the corruption movement led by the 
masses culminated into the office of Lokpal.  

• Cases of Whistle blowers who gave up their lives in pursuit of exposing the 
inconvenient truth. For eg. Satyendra Dube (add more examples.) 

• MKSS campaign resulted in RTI Act. 
• Nirbhaya Movement resulted in changes to CrPC Act. 
• Ring the bell campaign that preceded the Domestic Violence Act 
• Another area where Good/ capable people's stand matter is: "ANIMAL WELFARE" 

e.g. Prevention of cruelty against animals act, NGOs like PETA etc. 
• Chipko Movement – against environmental degradation. 
• PM Modi called for leapfrogging form “Incremental changes” to “Transformational 

changes” to usher in New India  Corruption free, Caste Free, Communalism Free, 
Terrorism Free, Poverty Free, and Uncleanliness Free India  Thus, need for active, 
participative, informed, vigilant and most importantly a VOCAL citizenry. 
 

6. Conclusion:  
“Better Late than Never” 

• Now is not the time to spectate. Now is not the time to watch. Now is not the time to 
merely stand by. What we need now, more than ever, are people, who can become a 
part of the movement for change.  

• If not now, then when? If not as a result of the atrocities of today, what atrocities will it 
take to raise our voice? If not because you’re unaffected, what about when you are? 
Who will you hope to have by your side?” We need to be there for others the way we 
would want others to be there for us. 

• As Martin Luther King Jr., said so iconically, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere.” 

• Injustice cannot be left unchallenged. For, this is a threat to justice everywhere. Need 
of the hour is to find our courage, our voice, our feet, and help march in this movement 
to lead the world to a better tomorrow! 
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2. 

 
Why is Gandhi still relevant?  
 
DEMAND OF THE TOPIC:  

• Gandhiji as an individual, left for heavenly abode on 30th January 1948. It's Been 72 
years, but “GANDHI as “A THOUGHT” as an “IDEOLOGY” is still alive, 
spreading, and thriving! Hence this topic requires us to connect different walks of 
human life with GANDHISM! 

 
INTRODUCTION 
The essay can be started with  
 
1) Relevant Quotes: For e.g.- 

• “Mahatma Gandhi came and stood at the door of India’s destitute millions, clad as one 
of themselves, speaking to them in their own language….. Who else has so 
unreservedly accepted the vast masses of the Indian people as his flesh and blood….. 
truth awakened truth.” - Rabindranath Tagore. 

• “The assassination of Mahatma Gandhi is, in a sense, only an incident in his life. His 
presence is still felt in many countries and many movements. Gandhi now belongs not 
only to India and South Africa, but to the world.”- Dr. E.S. Reddy. 

• “I believe that Gandhi’s views were the most enlightened of all the political men in our 
time. We should strive to do things in his spirit: not to use violence in fighting for our 
cause, but by non participation in anything you believe is evil.”- Albert Einstein 

• “Generations to come, it may be, will scarce believe that such a one as this ever in flesh 
and blood walked upon this earth.”- Albert Einstein 

• “I have the greatest admiration and respect for Mahatma Gandhi. He was a great human 
being with a deep understanding of human nature. He made every effort to encourage 
the full development of the positive aspects of the human potential and to reduce or 
restrain the negative. His life has inspired me ever since I was a small boy.”- Dalai 
Lama 

• “In my life I have always looked to Mahatma Gandhi as an inspiration because he 
embodies the kind of transformational change that can be made when ordinary people 
come together to do extraordinary things.”- Barack Obama 

• “If humanity is to progress, Gandhi is inescapable. He lived, thought and acted, 
inspired by the vision of humanity evolving toward a world of peace and harmony. We 
may ignore him at our own risk!”- Martin Luther King Jr. 

• “Don’t say you don't have enough time or enough money to change the world. You 
have exactly the number of hours per day that were given to Mahatma Gandhi.”- 
Shannon Alder 

• “Wherever Gandhi went he transformed situations and lives.”- Benjamin Hoff 
• “Gandhi changed human beings by regarding them not as what they thought they were but 

as though they were what they wish to be and as though the good in them was all of them.”  
• “Don't ever forget that we were not led by a saint with his head high in clouds, but a 

master tactician with his feet on the ground.”- Shashi Tharoor. 
• “Then rose the star of Gandhi. He showed that the doctrine of non-violence was 

possible.”- Arnold Zweig 
• “I and others may be revolutionaries but we are disciples of Gandhi. Nothing more, 

nothing less”- Ho Chi Minh. 
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 • “Many of his principles have universal application and eternal validity, and I hope the 
passing years will show that his faith in the efficacy of non-violent pressure as an agent 
for peaceful change is as justified today all over the world as it was in his time in 
India.”- U Thant (Third secretary-general of the United Nations from 1961 to 1971.) 

 
2) Mention any relevant Anecdote about Gandhiji’s life 

 
FODDER POINTS FOR MAIN BODY 
Broad Outline/Essay flow       

1. Brief introduction of Gandhiji 
2. Explaining major strands of Gandhian thoughts. 
3. Further connecting it with the relevance of Gandhian thought in individual, political, 

legal, administrative, social, economical, technological, environmental, international 
relations aspects  

4. Conclusion 
 
1. Brief introduction of Mahatma Gandhi: 
Experiments with Truth 

• Mahatma Gandhi’s personality had many dimensions - The greatest leader of the 
world, a visionary, an unarmed soldier, a fearless warrior, the man who believed in 
Ahimsa (Non-Violence) and Satyagraha and the man who sacrificed his whole life for 
the freedom of India. 

• The Gandhian philosophy stands on the edifice of truth (Satya) and non violence 
(Ahimsa) 

• It is more about the Gandhiji’s journey to discover truth, than what he finally 
considers as truth. 

• He continually engaged in experimenting with the truth, through trial and error, to 
develop his own understanding of truth.  
- Sometimes failing in his quest, he quickly admitted his mistakes and endeavoured 

to change his behaviour. Thus, he says ‘the opinions I have formed and 
conclusions I have arrived at are not final. I may change them tomorrow’. 

• He did not approve of the cult of Gandhism, and clarified that he had not created any 
new principle or doctrine. Truth and Non violence are as old as the hills. 

• Gandhi was not a saint, but an acute political strategist: He believed profoundly in 
the possibility of introducing humanity to the principle of non-violence. 

• An Alienated Asian: 
- As an Asian, he was influenced by Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism 
- As an individual, he was deeply influenced by the teachings of Jesus Christ, 

Socrates, Tolstoy, Ruskin and Thoreau. 
• An Intercultural Indian: His proximity to the East and the West proved to be very 

fruitful and made of him “an intercultural Indian”. 
• Endowed with intellectual openness: which helped him to learn from others and live 

up to his ideals. 
• Maintained Ethical view of life: He recognised neither the infallible authority of 

religious texts nor the sanctity of religious traditions.  
• Foremost Critic of modern politics: His readings provide a push towards rethinking 

modern politics as a way of transcending the conventional distinction between citizens 
and the state. 
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 • You can also sketch a brief history of Mahatma Gandhi – Early years, years in S. 
Africa and life changing events that transformed him into “Mahatma” Gandhi from 
Karamchand Gandhi. 

 
2. Major Strands of Gandhian thoughts 
Gandhian Legacy: A precious Treasure 
 
Seven Social Sins: 

1. Wealth Without Work: This refers to the practice of getting something for nothing - 
manipulating markets and assets so you don't have to work or produce added value, just 
manipulate people and things. Today there are professions built around making wealth 
without working, making much money without paying taxes, benefiting from free 
government programs without carrying a fair share of the financial burdens, and 
enjoying all the perks of citizenship of a country and membership of corporations 
without assuming any of the risk or responsibility. 

2. Pleasure Without Conscience:  
- The chief query of the immature, greedy, selfish, and sensuous has always been, 

"What's in it for me? Will this please me? Will it ease me?" Lately many 
people seem to want these pleasures without conscience or sense of responsibility, 
even abandoning or utterly neglecting spouses and children in the name of doing 
their thing.  

- But independence is not the most mature state of being - it's only a middle 
position on the way to interdependence, the most advanced and mature state. To 
learn to give and take, to live selflessly, to be sensitive, to be considerate, is our 
challenge. Otherwise, there is no sense of social responsibility or accountability in 
our pleasurable activities. 

3. Knowledge without Character: As dangerous as a little knowledge is, even more 
dangerous is much knowledge without a strong, principled character. Purely intellectual 
development without commensurate internal character development makes as much 
sense as putting a high-powered sports car in the hands of a teenager who is high on 
drugs.  

4. Commerce (Business) Without Morality (Ethics):  
- In his book Moral Sentiment, Adam Smith explained how foundational to the 

success of economic systems is the moral foundation: how we treat each other, 
the spirit of benevolence, of service, of contribution. If we ignore the moral 
foundation and allow economic systems to operate without moral foundation and 
without continued education, we will soon create an amoral, if not immoral, 
society and business.  

- Fairness and benevolence in business are the underpinnings of the free enterprise 
system called capitalism. Our economic system comes out of a constitutional 
democracy where minority rights are to be attended to as well. 

5. Science Without Humanity: If science becomes all technique and technology, it 
quickly degenerates into man against humanity. Technologies come from the 
paradigms of science. And if there's very little understanding of the higher human 
purposes that the technology is striving to serve, we become victims of our own 
technocracy. We see otherwise highly educated people climbing the scientific ladder of 
success, even though it's often missing the rung called humanity and leaning against the 
wrong wall. 
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 6. Politics Without Principle: If there is no principle, there is no true north, nothing you 
can depend upon.. We see politicians spending millions of dollars to create a 
personality ethic, even though it's superficial, lacking substance, in order to get votes 
and gain office. And when it works, it leads to a political system operating 
independently of the natural laws that should govern.  

7. Religion Without Sacrifice: If a religion is seen as just another hierarchical system, its 
members won't have a sense of service or inner worship. Instead, they will be into 
outward observances. But they are neither God-centered nor principle-centered. 

 
Gandhiji on Truth – Satyagraha 

• “My uniform experience has convinced me that there is no other God than truth” 
• Even if you are a minority of one, the truth is the truth. Gandhiji was ready to forsake 

political independence for truth. 
• Basic tenets of Satyagraha are 

- Only brave and strong can practice satyagraha, it is not for weak and coward. 
- A satyagrahi was never to submit to what he considers as wrong 
- He was always to remain truthful, non violent, and fearless 
- He must be ready to accept suffering in his struggle against evil doer. The suffering 

was to be a part of his love for truth 
- Even in his struggle true satyagrahi should love the evil doer. Hatred was to be 

alien to his nature 
- Never bow before evil, no matter consequences. 

 
Gandhiji on Ahimsa (Non Violence) 

• “There are many causes that I am prepared to die for, but no causes that I am 
prepared to kill for”. 

• Non violence in thinking, speech and action. Practice both personal and Civic non 
violence. 

• He objected to violence not only because an unarmed people had little chance of 
success in an armed rebellion, but because he considered violence a clumsy weapon 
which created more problems than it solved – bitterness, hatred, - nothing enduring 
can be built upon violence 

• An eye for an eye makes whole world blind. It always has been easier to destroy than 
create 

• Gandhiji was ready to forsake political independence for ahimsa eg. Chauri Chaura 
incident 

• But considers cowardice to be the greatest sin. Even violence is preferred to 
cowardice. For eg. during Quit India movement. 

 
Gandhiji on Religion 

• “My religion is based on truth and non violence. Truth is my god, and non violence 
is the means of realizing him.” 

• He professed the philosophy of Hindu Universalism, which maintains that all religion 
contain truth and thus are worthy of respect. 

• He maintains that all religions are true, all religions have some error in them, all 
religion are dear to him just as all human beings are. 

• He was equally critical of evil practices in Hinduism itself – sati, untouchability etc 
• He emphasised that without morality, claim to religiousness cannot be made. 
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 Gandhiji on Economics 
• He espoused an economic theory of simple living, self sufficiency, non accumulation, 

non stealing, and sharing of one’s possessions with needy and the distressed 
• Inspired by life of abnegation of Buddha, Gita, and Tolstoy’s moral approach to 

economics. 
• While Marx economic theory stresses on class struggle, Gandhian economic theory 

values class coordination. 
• Marx tries to solve the problem of economic inequality through bloody revolution, 

Gandhiji emphasised on introduction of moral standards in economics – Economics 
of social justice rather than economics of profit. 

• The character of production should be based on social necessity and not by personal 
whim or greed. 

• Meet material needs of citizenry before focussing on generating money through 
industrialisation. Gave stress on agriculture. 

• Condemned ‘monster god’ of materialism. 
 
Gandhiji on Trusteeship 

• Was not against private property, but took a middle ground 
• Everything belonged to god, was from god, and for his people as a whole, not for a 

particular individual 
• Hence any excess/surplus wealth ie. More than to meet the legitimate needs of private 

proprietor has to be held in trust for welfare of all and utilized for benefit of society. 
• Private property must not damage the welfare of all or common good (Sarvodaya) 
• It may include legislative regulation of ownership and use of wealth. 
• World has enough for everyone’s need, but not for everyone’s greed 

 
Gandhiji on Ethics 

• He was an ethical absolutist. He spiritualised politics. 
• Immoral means cannot lead to moral ends. 
• Means and end are two sides of the same coin and any division between them is 

artificial. Means may be likened to a seed and end to a tree. There is just as inviolable 
relation between means and ends as between seed and tree. 

• What cannot be justified by conscience, cannot be justified on political or patriotic 
grounds. 

• Committed to values of truth and non violence. Would have refused freedom if it had 
been an outcome of fraud or violence. (eg. India differential stand on giving support to 
British in 1st and 2nd world war) 

• Talks about Spiritual swaraj (liberation). The path to it is selfless service, anasakti 
yoga or karma sakti yoga.  

• Good life means living by right action. An action to be right has to be free from any 
vices (greed, aggression, ego), should be inherently good, and must not preclude others 
from its benefits, purity of intention. 
 

Gandhiji on Nation and State 
• Gandhiji envisaged a unified territorial political community called Civic Nation (Praja). 
• The foundation of such nation is not religion, race, ethnicity, language but a free 

individual endowed with human rights. As a subject he must be capable of political 
swaraj or self determination/self development – Pluralistic conception of nation. 
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 • Swaraj: Although the word swaraj means self-rule, Gandhi ji gave it the content of an 
integral revolution that encompasses all spheres of life. For Gandhi ji, swaraj of 
people meant the sum total of the swaraj (self-rule) of individuals and so he clarified 
that for him swaraj meant freedom for the meanest of his countrymen. And in its fullest 
sense, swaraj is much more than freedom from all restraints, it is self-rule, self-restraint 
and could be equated with moksha or salvation. 

• A civic nation requires independent sovereign state for stability and protection ie a 
political swaraj.  

• His preferred state is Surajya (Good State). Constitutionally limited liberal, secular 
state. Shares powers with other institutions of society eg. NGO, people 

• Sarvodaya: Sarvodaya is a term meaning 'Universal Uplift' or 'Progress of All'. The 
term was first coined by Gandhi ji as the title of his translation of John Ruskin's tract on 
political economy, "Unto This Last". 

 
3. How Gandhiji Is Still Relevant: 
‘Gandhi lives in all of us, if we give ourselves a chance” 

• Cleanliness:  
- Gandhiji laid great emphasis upon cleanliness or Swacchta, as he used to say- 

‘Swacchta Hi Seva’.T he recent Swacchta Bharat Abhiyaan, the biggest 
cleanliness drive of India, is to fulfil the dream of Bapu by making India clean.  

- However, this cleanliness drive is more than physical cleanliness and the need to 
lay more emphasis upon the internal cleanliness of the individual. Thus, along with 
clean roads, toilets for a clean India we require a corruption free society with 
greater levels of transparency and accountability too. 

• Sustainable Environment:  
- Gandhiji challenged the well-entrenched concepts of the term "development". 
- He was once asked whether he would like India to develop as much as Britain. He 

replied that “Britain was such a small country but it required the plunder of half the 
planet to bring about such development. Therefore, if a large country like India is 
to develop in the same manner it will probably require the plunder of several 
planets.” 

- While considering an alternative path of development, Gandhi was very clear on 
the point that it must not be based on exploitation. He wrote in 1929, "Surely 
exploitation means usurpation. And usurpation can never be reconciled with 
spiritualism.” 

- Gandhiji held that “Earth has enough for Human needs, But not for Human greed”.  
- These lines of Mahatma Gandhi reflect upon how human behaviour destroys nature 

and how a sustainable way of living is the need of the hour.  
- The world is whirling under the burden of global warming, climate change and 

resource crunch and all environmental conservation treaties and sustainable 
development efforts must implement this Gandhian philosophy. 

• In administration/ Governance: Truth lies at the core of Gandhian philosophy as he 
himself has tried to remain truthful throughout his life. Gandhian view of truth was 
irreversible in different contexts irrespective of the urgency of the situation. This was 
why Gandhiji cancelled the Non-Cooperation movement after the satyagrahis deviated 
from the path of truth and a violent incident of Chauri chaura took place. This 
principle of truthfulness to self and to the public is essential for civil servants in 
the current context of rampant corruption. 
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 • For peace and harmony  in the world: Non-Violence is a key component of 
Gandhism, which was the great weapon used by Gandhiji during the freedom 
movement of India against British Raj. In a world that is moving through the phases of 
war marred by violence and terrorism, there is a significant requirement of Gandhian 
idea of Non- violence more and more today than the past days. 

• International relations – Idea of democracy, non violence, World affairs are neither 
national or international, but Human  humanitarian activities by UN and other 
agencies 

• Secularism and tolerance: Gandhi ji was tolerant towards all religions and the world 
today needs more and more religiously and faith wise tolerant people in societies 
where violence is committed in the name of religion. Tolerance in the society will help 
in neutralizing the ethnocentric bias across the globe that is taking place day by day 
on the basis of religion, caste, ethnicity and region etc. 

• Casteless Society: Gandhiji was against the caste system and coined the term Harijan 
to pay respect to the lower caste people. As the Caste system is still prevalent in the 
Indian society, the Gandhian philosophy is useful to create a casteless society where 
everyone is treated equally irrespective of their caste. 

• Gandhian Socialism: Gandhiji thought of a society with no poverty, no hunger, no 
unemployment and education and health for all. These Gandhian ideologies will 
continue to act as the lighthouse for Indian policy makers. From poverty alleviation 
to Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and universal health care (Ayushman Bharat) to skill India 
programs everywhere the core inspiration comes from Gandhism. 

• Decentralization and Local Area Development: Gandhian idea of decentralization of 
power can be implemented in democracies through empowered local self 
governments at grass root level. Indian government, for instance, has implemented 
local self government by adopting the Panchayati Raj and Municipality system in rural 
and urban areas respectively.  

• Moral aspects: On the ethical and behavioural part Gandhism has much significance 
today because society is witnessing the degradation of values. Societal values have 
degraded to such an extent that people don’t hesitate to kill someone for the 
gratification of their own needs. Respect for women is one of the major ideas of 
Gandhian philosophy and the world is witnessing the increased level of violence, 
subjugation women face nowadays in society. 

• Gandhian Economic Ideals in Present times 
- Aatmanibhar Bharat: Gandhiji’s call for self reliance and promotion of khadi 

through self weaving is of eminence for India to become a 5 trillion dollar 
economy by 2024-25.  

- Local supply chains and self-sufficiency: de-globalization phenomenon will not 
disrupt the local supply chain. 

- Aspirational Districts Programme for development of most underdeveloped 
areas works for         Gandhian idea of “Development of all”. 

- Empowerment at the individual and village level: through digital technology 
(web-linked villages, work from home/village). 

- Decentralized local production: like production of power through solar power to 
grids. 

- Favour savings: over speculation and debt-fuelled spending by governments and 
individuals. 

- Labour reforms – equal participation to all workers in management 
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 4. Conclusion 
• Mahatma Gandhi's ideas are still highly relevant in this day and age, particularly during 

debates on development issues.  
• One recalls his advice to policy-makers and others that whenever you are in doubt 

"recall the face of the poorest and the weakest man whom you may have seen and 
ask yourself if the step you contemplate is going to be of any use to him? Will it 
restore him the control over his own life and destiny?" Translated into tangible terms, 
the needs of the poorest people should receive the topmost priority in development 
planning. 

• The two most important challenges today are: protecting the environment; and 
meeting the basic needs of all. The Gandhian response to both challenges is simple 
and identical - release resources from the grip of the very rich so that the needs of 
the poor can be met. 

• The lifestyle of the richest is attractive, and so it soon becomes a model for others. 
Mahatma Gandhi had said clearly that this is a model not worth emulating because it is 
absolutely destructive to nature. Instead, he tried throughout his life to experiment with 
low-cost food, farming, education and medicare which could meet the needs of all. 
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3. 

 
Section B 

 
Since ages, we are living on this planet as if we had another one to go to.  
 
DEMAND OF THE TOPIC:  
The topic mainly requires addressing major issues related with overall environmental 
degradation over the period of time. These major issues are - climate change, pollution, 
extraction of earth’s resources, extinction of various species, etc. It also (indirectly) questions 
the so-called “Development” which the human race has achieved, and the efforts, 
achievements, hurdles, and future of sustainable development paradigm. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The essay can be started with  
 

1) Quotes: For e.g.- 
• “The world has enough for everyone’s need, but not for everyone’s greed.”- Mahatma 

Gandhi 
• “The greatest danger to future of our planet is apathy.”- Jane Goodall 
• “Here we are, the cleverest species ever to have lived. So how is it we can destroy the 

only planet we have?” - Jane Goodall. 
• “The question is, are we happy to suppose that our grandchildren may never be able to 

see an elephant except in a picture book?”- David Attenborough. 
 

2) Reports/ facts:  
• IUCN data - world will witness loss of 20% of its biodiversity (flora and fauna) by the 

end of this century. 
• UNEP Report - A healthy environment plays a key role in meeting almost all the 17 

SDGs! 
• World Environment Day 2020 Theme: ‘TIME FOR NATURE.’ 
• Our Common Future Report, Brundtland Report, 1987- “Humanity’s inability to fit 

its activities into that pattern is changing planetary systems, fundamentally. Many such 
changes are accompanied by life-threatening hazards. This new reality, from which 
there is no escape, must be recognized- and managed.” 

 
FODDER POINTS FOR MAIN BODY 
 
Broad Outline/Essay flow                       

1. Connecting introduction with significance of environment for the whole humanity. 
2. Despite widely acknowledged looming climate change threat, why delays in dealing 

with or ignorance towards environmental issues. 
3. Consequences of such ignorance/ inaction/ procrastination/ negotiation deadlock/ 

current scenario. 
4. The other side of the coin/ positives/ what we have done at various levels. 
5. What more needs to be done at individual/ societal/ national / and international level. 
6. Concluding essay on positive note. 
7. Note: Give a Short sub heading for each dimension. 
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 1. Importance of the environment & ecology for mankind:  
“Environment: A Cornerstone to Human Existence” 

• Prerequisite for life - providing food, oxygen, water, shelter for humans and habitat 
for innumerable wild flora and fauna. 

• Economic activities - Raw material for almost all the industries is derived from nature 
eg.-timber, minerals, sandstones, etc. 

• Industrial activities- eg: (a) tourism and modern-day adventure sports industry- eg. 
diving, snorkelling, rafting (b) pharma & cosmetics - total dependence on extracts and 
essences from nature. 

• Social practices - Festivals, traditions strongly connected with nature, eg. North East 
India festivals, Cheraw dance (famous Bamboo dance from Mizoram), Bishnoi 
Community worshiping and believing in coexistence with nature and other living 
beings in the surrounding areas.  

• Cultural significance - Sacred groves supporting cultural linkages of various 
communities in India.  
 

2. Why apathy/ignorance towards Environmental issue: 
“The Climate Change Denial” 

• Growth at any cost – a race for higher production among nations - journey from 
extraction to irrational exploitation, to reach the top of economic ladder (“Race to the 
Top” that inevitable results in “Race to the Bottom”). 
“As long as people and governments treat climate and environment as marginal to 
development, and well-being as marginal to GDP growth, climate change impacts 
will strain and tear every weak stitch of the world’s economic and development 
fabric.” (Quote for reference purpose) 

• Population is increasing rapidly vis a vis Resources: Human population continues its 
explosive growth — estimated today at 7.7 billion — and large segments of that 
population seek more affluent and more consumptive ways of life. The human numbers 
and growing impact stress every aspect of Earth’s systems. 

• Tragedy of Commons Theory: resources of the earth are not shared properly, rather 
self-interests are at the core when people are using resources.  

• Developing nation’s dilemma: Development vs. Environmental conservation. Eg. 
Brazil’s arguments for deforestation in the Amazon rainforest area. Need for (limited & 
shrinking) Carbon space for economic growth and to pull out millions from the abyss 
of poverty. Social cost of giving up fossil fuels is too high. 

• Developed Vs Developing Countries Perspectives- e.g. deadlocked climate change 
negotiations, need for Equity and Common but Differentiated Responsibilities, demand 
for “loss and damage”, more flexibilities for Developing nations, Developed country 
hesitant in committing finance & technology transfer, Nation before Earth (America 
first policy led to its withdrawal from UNFCCC) etc. 

• It is an Issue of “Global Willpower”, not of Global Capacity – In fact, shifting the 
world onto low carbon path would eventually benefit the economy by 1.8 Trillion 
Euros a year. 

• Near absent “Environmental Literacy”  Ignorance among people 
- Poor Environmentally responsible behaviour - It is the “behaviour that 

consciously seeks to minimize the negative impact of one’s actions on the natural 
and built world”. People ignorant of ways in which they contribute to climate 
degradation; and manner in which they can rescue the environment.  
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 - Constructed apathy – resigned to believe that their individual actions would mean 
almost nothing for the global issue of climate change. 

 
3. Major consequences (give as many examples as you can) 
“Drifting toward a Climate Catastrophe” 

• Socio- Economic Consequences: 
- Increased poverty – Give data points wherever possible for eg. Estimates indicate 

that by 2030 more than 100 million people could fall back into extreme poverty due 
to climate change (UNDP) 
 High poverty  less choice about resource use  wasteful use of resources  

even greater environmental degradation 
- High level of inequality - Initial inequality makes disadvantaged groups suffer 

disproportionately from the adverse effects of climate change, resulting in greater 
subsequent inequality. (UNDESA)  climate becomes another conduit for 
reinforcing existing inequalities. 
 The gap between the economic output of the world’s richest and poorest 

countries is 25% larger today than it would have been without global warming 
(research from Stanford University). 

 Threatens Intergenerational equity 
 Inequality erodes social cohesion and undermines individual willingness to 

engage in collective action. It weakens the sense of social responsibility that is 
vital to foster demand for pro-environmental policies. 

 High inequality hampers the development and adoption of new green technologies. 
- Low HDI – climate change exacerbating poverty, poor incomes, health impacts, 

infrastructure damage (due to increased frequency of disasters), displacement, etc.  
- Impact on food security 
- Loss of Livelihood of people 
- Increasing number of “Climate Change Refugees” – For eg. within India, 

around 50 lakh internal displacements caused by disasters and extreme weather 
conditions like floods, cyclones and drought in 2019  highest in the world. 
(Source: State of India's Environment 2020). 

- Negative impact on Living Standards of people especially in developing world 
 frontal threat on our national objective to deliver “Ease of Living”. 

- COVID-19 is alarm bell for climate change- more outbreaks may follow 
 

• Ecological and Biospheric consequence: 
- The rate of species extinction continues to accelerate, diminishing Earth’s 

biodiversity and weakening the web of life which sustains us all. For eg. Year 
2019 witnessed extinction of 7 wildlife species- IUCN 

- Plastic gyres in Pacific Ocean can be seen from space. 
- Increased frequency of forest fires- eg. recent disastrous forest fires in Australia, 

USA etc. 
 

• India specific consequences: 
- Global Climate Risk Index (GCRI), 2020   
 India is the 5th most vulnerable country to climate change induced extreme 

weather events (Rank worsened to 5th in 2018, from 14th rank in 2017). 
 India recorded the highest number of fatalities due to climate change and the 
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 2nd highest monetary losses (over $37,000 million = 4 times India’s Health 
Budget) from its impact in 2018. 

- Loss of Man hours & productivity – By 2030, India would lose about 6% of its 
working hours due to heat stress, a productivity loss equivalent to 34 million full-
time jobs (Source: ILO report) 

- Increasing pollution eg. Indian cities in WHO most polluted cities of the world list 
- Increased Monsoon Anomalies 
- Recent Locust Attack  
- India lost its Parali island: climate change standing at our doorsteps! 

 
• International consequences: 

- Water crisis - Cape Town case study 
- Increasing deforestation eg. Of the countries that lost the most forest since 2001, 

the top five are located in the Global South namely - Brazil, Indonesia, Columbia, 
Peru, Bolivia (i.e rainforests countries of the world) - The World Resources 
Institute Report 

- Climate change evidence - melting glaciers, increasing temperatures in polar 
regions, etc. 

- Increased International water dispute, eg. India and all its neighbours - China 
(Brahmaputra river), Pakistan (Kishanganga), Nepal ( source of Mahakali), 
Bangladesh (Teesta) etc. 

- Climate change refugees  Xenophobia, conflicts, etc. 
 

4. Another side of the coin/ positives: 
“Green Shoots of Efforts” 

• India’s ancient heritage and culture which recognizes that every Atma/ Jiva is a part of 
Parmatma philosophy and ‘Vasudhaiva kutumbakam philosophy’ 

• Successful examples of individual initiatives 
- The Forest man of India - Jadav Payeng who transformed barren sandbars of 

Brahmaputra into lush green forest reserves. 
- Tulsi Gowda, aged 76, planted innumerable plants, and also looks after the 

nurseries of the Forest Department. 
- Common people - bringing lifestyle changes, opting for sustainable food, fashion 

etc. People are going back to organic food, eco-friendly homes, practices etc. 
• Collective Environmental movements like  

- Chipko, Appiko, Narmada Bachao Andolan etc 
- Contemporary NGOs- Vandana Shiva, Suniti Narain- Centre for Science and 

Environment (CSE)  
• Current Government's initiatives like  

- International Solar Alliance, One Sun-One World-One Grid Plan, and other initiatives. 
- India’s actions and programs related with UN-SDGs. 
- Local initiatives e.g. ban on plastic, Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

framework, Environment regulation rules, acts, policies and related Institutions. 
• Increasing awareness at international level  

- INDCs finalised 
- Green Deal by European Commission was announced for member nations to cut 

emissions by at least 50% by 2030 & go net zero by 2050. 
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 - Gender Action Plan (GAP) – Adoption of new five-year gender action plan 
(GAP), intended to “support the implementation of gender-related decisions and 
mandates in the UNFCCC process”. 

- Awareness generation – IPCC’s Special Reports 
- Climate protests - Hope for the future: Positive events initiated by Greta Thunberg.  

 
5. What More needs to be done 
“Tackling the climate crisis” 

• “We are the first generation to feel the effect of climate change and the last generation 
who can do something about it.” - Barack Obama 

• Reject Climate Change denial - the truth of our crisis is obvious, and the need for 
transformational change is clear. 

• Industrial level - Producers responsibility towards environment- applying strict 
Polluters Pay Rules 

• Inculcating values in our children like switching lights when not required (small 
changes make big impacts) 

• Societal level - promoting practices like donating trees/ adopting trees on occasion of 
social- political functions instead of felicitations with garlands. 
- Piplantri Village Model (Rajasthan) - they plant 111 trees to celebrate the birth 

of every girl child. 
• National level - Increasing role of local governments, incentives for social forestry, 

better and effective implementation of existing plethora of schemes and initiatives, 
stabilize GHG emissions, reduce emissions by 2/3rd by 2050, improve energy 
conservation and efficiency, introduce new regulations eg. transportation and building 
codes, raise price of fossil fuels and establish a carbon tax etc. 

• International level:   
- Not reactive but proactive policies and programmes for implementation. 
- Increasing awareness - supporting international efforts like Earth Hour 
- International community – Governments, private sector, media, NGOs etc must 

work together to act against climate change. For eg. Marrakech Partnership for 
Global Climate Action 

- Global south- south cooperation for stricter implementation of common but 
differentiated responsibilities principle. 

- Paris Deal plus approach - more ambitious targets, while ensuring welfare of all. 
- Ability of developing countries to take on ambitious targets hinges on availability 

of finance, technology, and capacity building  Thus, developed countries, the 
historical polluters, must fulfil their commitments under the Pre 2020 agreement. 

- More transparent rules and guidelines for usage and utility of Global Commons 
(Atmosphere, Outer space, The high seas, Antarctica) etc. 

- Consensus on outcomes will be achieved only if trust is built. Thus, the platform 
provided by Talanoa dialogue must be used optimally. 

• Need to stop being an “individual” and work as a “collective force” - “We cannot, of 
course, save the world, because we do not have authority over its parts. We can serve 
the world, though. That is everyone’s calling, to lead a life that helps.” - Barry Lopez 
 

6. Conclusion on a positive note: 
“Facing Daunting Challenge, with Our Indomitable Spirits” 
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 • Connecting all arguments with a major argument that - Earth is a living planet- 
everything is connected and there is Core Interdependence of all living and non-living 
things on the planet, which is the key to survival! 

• One can end the essay by addressing that there are multiple problems but 
simultaneously multiple possibilities! 

• OR can conclude an essay by using quotes such as: 
“The environment is at the brim. It is our collective responsibility to work together 
for providing a brighter future for the coming generations – a lifestyle that is self-
sustaining, resources that are adequate for all, development that is not compromising 
our ecosystem, flora-fauna and wildlife that are in safe hands and the land, water 
and air that are fit for humans and other forms of life.”   
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4. 

 
Global Warming is: a Global Warning!  
 
DEMAND OF THE TOPIC:  

• The topic expects one to highlight the “URGENCY of ACTION” needed against 
Global Warming challenge. There is a need to address this issue COLLECTIVELY.  

• However, still some sections of the global community are not concerned about this 
challenge, rather there is a DENIAL of this challenge. Hence the flow of the essay 
should address this background, with an optimistic way forward. 

 
INTRODUCTION 
The essay can be started with  

1) Quotes 
• “The warnings about global warming have been extremely clear for a long time. We are 

facing a global climate crisis. It is deepening. We are entering a period of 
consequences.”-Al Gore 

• “We are running out of time, we must have a planetary solution to a planetary crisis.”-
Al Gore 

• "The eyes of all future generations are upon you. And if you choose to fail us, I say - 
we will never forgive you." -Greta Thunberg at UN Climate Summit, 2019 

• "I want you to act as if the house is on fire, because it is." - Greta Thunberg at World 
Economic Forum, Davos, 2019 

• “We are the first generation to feel the effect of climate change and the last generation 
who can do something about it.”-Barack Obama  

• Today, we can see with our own eyes what global warming is doing. In that context it 
becomes truly irresponsible, if not immoral, for us not to do something -Joe Lieberman 

• “It’s important for me to have hope because that’s my job as a parent, to have hope, for 
my kids, that we’re not going to leave them in a world that’s in shambles, that’s a 
chaotic place, that’s a dangerous place.”-James Cameron 

• “By polluting the oceans, not mitigating carbon emissions and destroying our 
biodiversity, we are killing our planet. Let us face it, there is no planet B.”-Emmanuel 
Macron, President of France 

• “Never has science around the world been so abundant to meet the challenges that we 
have,” -Emmanuel Macron 

• “The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The next best time is today.”- Chinese 
proverb 

• We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors rather we borrow it from our children! 
• “We won't have a society if we destroy the environment”- Margaret Mead 
• “One of the first conditions of happiness is that the link between man and nature shall 

not be broken.”- Leo Tolstoy 
• “The small island countries are on the frontline of being swallowed into an abyss, 

created initially by human activity and increasingly by inaction. Our vulnerabilities as 
states on the frontline are profound,” - Hubert Minnis, Prime Minister of the 
Bahamas. 
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 FODDER POINTS FOR MAIN BODY 
 
Broad Outline/Essay flow                       

1. What is Global Warming? 
2. Explaining: Global warming as a myth view (Climate Denial) 
3. Further connecting it with the actual reality: Global warming is a Global Warming. 

Major evidence of Global Warming. 
4. Major consequences of Global Warming. 
5. Some commendable efforts against Global Warming. 
6. Conclusion. 

 
1. What is Global Warming? 
 
Global warming is the unusually rapid increase in Earth's average surface temperature over 
the past century primarily due to the greenhouse gases released by humans burning fossil fuels. 
 
Throughout its long history, Earth has warmed and cooled time and again. Climate has 
changed when the planet received more or less sunlight due to subtle shifts in its orbit, as the 
atmosphere or surface changed, or when the Sun's energy varied. But in the past century, 
another force has started to influence Earth's climate: humanity! The current issue of 
global warming is majorly an outcome of anthropogenic activities. 
 
The universal truth is that all planets cannot exist eternally. Earth is no exception. Nature will 
take its own course and, therefore, the climate change. But human beings are guilty of 
expediting the destruction of our planet by aiding climate change. Whenever we act against 
nature, it has punished us. This is global warming. 
 
The pattern of change of seasons has completely changed over the course of time and is 
becoming worse day by day. The use of greenhouse gases which are trapping heat produced by 
the land has made it almost impossible to mitigate the effects of global warming. This reality, 
if not looked into, may turn out to be a huge man-made calamity whose effect will be 
uncontrollable. 
 
2. Is global warming a realty or myth? 
“The Saga of Climate Change Denial & Climate Sadism 

• Refusal to acknowledge that world is facing climate emergency  climate change a 
part of natural cycle  global warming is occurring by itself, not due to emissions 
from power plants, automobiles and other human activity. For eg. Claims by USA, 
fossil fuel industry, political lobbyists etc 
- The sceptics contest that there is no substantive basis for predictions of sizable 

global warming due to observed increases in minor greenhouse gases such as 
carbon dioxide, methane and chlorofluorocarbons. 

- They suggest that any warming from the growth of greenhouse gases is likely to be 
minor, difficult to detect above the natural fluctuations of the climate, and therefore 
inconsequential. 

• Thus, refusal to cooperate on tackling climate change, over optimism that climate 
change can be tackled with minimum efforts. 
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 • Climate Change Denials  
- Climate change denial  Economic Denial  climate change is too expensive 

to fix + economic cost of climate change is over exaggerated; 
- REALITY is that Climate Change funding requires 1% of World GDP Vs. 

subsidies to Fossil fuel industry which is 6% of GDP) 
- Climate change denial  Humanitarian Denial - climate change is good for us. 

They suggest longer, warmer summers in the temperate zone will make farming 
more productive  
REALITY -  >40% population lives in tropics  loss of lives due to heat, flood 
etc 

- Climate change denial  Political Denial  argue that they cannot take action 
because other countries are not taking action.  
REALITY - Not all countries are equally guilty of causing current climate change 
(CBDR + Equity) 

- Climate change denial  Crises Denial  Deniers argue that climate change is 
not as bad as scientists make out. We will be much richer in the future and better 
able to fix climate change. 
REALITY – severe developmental reversal due to climate change induced 
disasters 

• Outcome - Complete severance of climate science from the negotiations & agreements 
at the global level  Efforts to “actively silence” climate science. 

 
3. But numerous evidences assert that it is a harsh reality:  
“Climate Change is Not a Distant Reality, It is Standing at our Doorsteps.” 
 
Homo sapiens evolved on Earth about 75,000 years ago and since then they have been 
discovering and inventing a whole lot of things we have around us today. The early man 
started with the discovery of fire; fire which is blazing higher day by day and is heating up our 
atmosphere. This is the fire of increasing pollution and excessive use of toxic gases which 
won't take long to transform this land of beauty into dreadful sooty ashes. Global warming is 
indeed a reality, and this has been proved over the years.  
 
Major evidence of Global warming 

• According to IPCC, the world has already warmed 1°C since pre-industrial times. 
Global warming is likely to reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 2052 if it continues to 
increase at the current rate. 

• Atmospheric concentrations of CO2 exceed by far the natural range over the last 
650,000 years- UNEP 

• Global sea level has already risen about 8 inches the last century (due to thermal 
expansion & melting of glaciers) 

• The rate of polar region’s ice loss has tripled in the last decade. 
• Ocean acidification increased coral bleaching are major / severe consequences of 

global warming. It has threatened survival of many species of flora and fauna. 
• Increase in Extreme weather events  climate related disasters - Heat waves, 

drought, Severe rainfalls, heavy flooding, cyclones. According to Global Climate 
Risk Index (GCRI), 2020 & ILO 
- Japan, Germany & India worst affected by Heat waves.  
- Since 2004, India has experienced 11 of its 15 warmest recorded years. 
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 - India is particularly vulnerable to extreme heat due to low per capita income, social 
inequality and a heavy reliance agriculture. 

- Around 50 lakh internal displacements caused by disasters and extreme weather 
conditions in India like floods, cyclones and drought in 2019  highest in the 
world. 

4. Major consequences of Global Warming 
• You may use the same set of points mentioned under the Essay 1 (Section B) – 

“SINCE AGES, WE ARE LIVING ON THIS PLANET AS IF WE HAD 
ANOTHER ONE TO GO TO” 

 
5. Efforts against global warming: You may also use the same set of points mentioned 

under the Essay 1 (Section B) 
• Individual level: Examples of various climate change activists, Greta Thunberg, 

Different NGOs etc 
• Community level:  eg. Hiware Bazar village (MHA): Village Level Sustainable 

Development Model 
• India’s efforts at national level: NAPCC, INDIA’S INDC, International solar 

alliance, Renewable energy targets, Environmental impact assessment, Green skill 
development programme, National afforestation programme etc. 

• Global level:  Paris climate deal, UNFCCC, UNDP- SDGs etc. 
 

• Few Sector specific solution to mitigate the climate change  
- Power: Most power is generated using old, dirty technology and carried long 

distances over inefficient power grids. There is huge opportunity to build entirely 
new, distributed generation power systems that require no grids and use non-
polluting technologies. 

- Industry - Building green industrial economies. We have the opportunity to reduce 
cost to the environment and construct with non-polluting technologies. 

- Transportation: we have the opportunity to design efficient, low-cost, high 
volume transportation systems to serve cities and industrial centres, and to use 
policy incentives to discourage personal automobile ownership and construct high 
quality public transportation systems. 

- Building: we have the opportunity to build efficiency into individual structures 
and to design urban areas for high density, high energy efficiency living. 

- Agriculture- Climate smart Agriculture, Scientific agriculture based on 
agroclimatic zones 

- Climate Engineering/ geoengineering- intentional large-scale intervention in the 
Earth's climate system to counter climate change. 

 
6. Way forward/ conclusion 
“Act as if the house is on fire, because it is” 

• As Gandhiji had aptly said, “The earth has enough for everyone’s needs, but not 
everyone’s greed”. 

• The Global warming fact is a compelling reality, and should not easily be 
dismissed. Since the answers to fundamental and serious concerns are not at hand, 
there is no alternative but to keep on trying to find them. 

• Enhancing cooperation at each level- individual, community, nation, global.  
• Accelerating efforts for Sustainable Development:  
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 - The concept of sustainable development does imply absolute limits, but 
limitations imposed by the present state of technology and social organization on 
environmental resources and by the ability of the biosphere to absorb the effects of 
human activities. 

- But technology and social organization can be both managed and improved to 
make way for a new era of economic growth.  

• Let’s accept that the process is not easy or straightforward. Painful choices have to be 
made. Thus, in the final analysis, sustainable development must rest on stronger 
political will and coherent cooperation at national and international level. We 
need a mandate for change.  

• Responsibly meeting humanity's goals and aspirations will require the proactive 
support of us all! 
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